Gettin’ high that’s 
notso much fun. 
See the story ou pagés 8-9 
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ack Call us and leave your vote and comment: 
1-800-882-5954 or 403 424-0624 


i How can Our Voice be a voice for proud and plucky people right 
aiking across the prairies? Is it possible? YES, NO, Your comments? 


YOUR VENDOR PAYS UP TO 60¢ PER COPY OF OUR VOICE * PLEASE BUY FROM BADGED VENDORS 


ELEMONATORS 


will Check Your Vehicle On Site! 


BEFORE YOU BUY? 


Basic - *49.%* 


s 95 
ELEMONATOR - *89. 
* We Also Provide 
Insurance Inspections 


Performed by a Licenced Mechanic 
From a Fully Equipped Mobile Unit. 


7 Days a Week * 9am to 8pm 
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SERVING EDMONTON 


CROSS LAKE FIRST NATION 


Phone (204) 676-2218 
Fax (204) 676-2117 


Cross Lake, Manitoba 
ROB OJO 


Chief Sydney Garrioch 
Councillor Ron Chastellaine 
Councillor Richard Garrioch 
Councillor Archie McKay 
Councillor Ernest Monias 
Councillor Walter Richard 
Councillor Roland Robinson 
Councillor John A. Thomas 
Executive Director Donnie McKay 
Assistant Executive Director 
Cathy Merrick 

Council Assistant Mervin Garrick 


THE CHIEF, BAND AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 
WISH TO WELCOME OUR VOICE 
TO WINNIPEG. 


Good Luck Readers! 


RESTORE YOUR PAINT 


DON’T REPAINT YOUR CAR!! 
No more ugly dabbing, brushing or expensive repaints 
y Paint Chip Repairs wv Polishing 


Y Scratches 


Y Glazing 
FREE ESTIMATES 


SPRING INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 
$25.00 off interior shampooing 
with any paint repair over $250.00 


OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31 
May not be used with any other offers. 


v Windshield Chips 


8814 - 51 Ave 
T6E 5E8 


465-3814 . 


Auto Appearance Centre 
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į neighbourhood, “The idea was 
‘in the Car,” he explained. 


People have been sleeping in the most extraordi- 
nary places. In Newcastle, drunken reveller Ben 
Brookes, 21, travelled for five miles asleep on 
the roof of a train. “Top night out,” he later 
enthused. In Antofagasta, Chile, meanwhile, 

a man fell asleep in the monkey enclosure of the 
town zoo. Hernando Simone had gone to the 
zoo after a night’s drinking with his best friend, 
who worked there. “I said, “Am I home?’” 
recalled Mr. Simone. “He said ‘Yes’ and then 
opened a door and pushed me through. 

It was pitch black, so how was I to know any 


lloney, l'm home... oops! 


different?” After stumbling around in the 
darkness, Mr Simone eventually came across 
some hairy figures huddled in a corner. 
Presuming these to be his children he kissed 
them and called them “good angels” before 
removing his clothes and snuggling down with 
what he thought to be his wife; it was only the 
next morning, when he woke stark naked in the 
arms of a large orangutan, that he realized his 
mistake. “Thank God I wasn’t feeling sexy,” 
said the sozzled Chilean. <% 


Cell on wheels for car thieves 


It’s been a bad week for anti-car-theft devices. 
An increasing number of motorists are being 
locked out of their cars by radio hams, whose 
broadcasts can jam remote locking devices. 
More exasperating, however, were the 
experiences of Australian Charles Scobie, 

who spent 48 hours locked in his car after his 
patent thief-catching system went horribly 
wrong. Mr Scobie, 51, of Adelaide, had installed 
the system after a spate of car thefts from his 


o trap the thie 


L el 
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windows and state-of-the-art locks. It was like a 
cell on wheels.” Unfortunately, however, the 
cell’s first inmate turned out to be Mr Scobie 
himself, who became trapped inside after the 
central locking malfunctioned. “I yelled for 
help, but the windows were too thick and peo- 
ple thought I was just being friendly,” he recalls. 
He was only rescued after a passer-by spotted 
him urinating in the car’s glove compartment 
and called the police. “The infuriating thing was 
that someone stole t Na 
stuck inside,” § a dis 


he wheels while I was _ 
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No rude bank robbers need apply 


Bank robbers are bad enough, but rude bank 
robbers are simply not to be tolerated. Such was 
certainly the opinion of Gladys Sopel, 86, 

of Wyoming, who attacked a raider with her 
umbrella after he said “bugger” during a rob- 
bery. “I won't tolerate bad language,” explained 
the octogenarian. No such problems with Alvin 
Joyce, of Utah, however, whose efforts to hold 
up a local bank were foiled by his excessive 
politeness. Mr Joyce, 32, had burst into the bank 
armed with a shotgun, only to be told that guns 
weren't allowed on the premises. “He asked if 


we could make an exception,” said the bank 
manager. “But we said no, so he went outside 
and left it on a windowsill. He was a credit to 
his profession.” On re-bursting into the bank 

Mr Joyce ordered staff to hand over all 

their money, but was told they would only do so 
if he wrote them a nice letter. This he proceeded 
to do, composing an eloquent cash demand and 
handing it over the counter, by which point the 
building had been surrounded by police and he 
was arrested. “If only all our customers were so 
polite,” opined one cashier. + 


Bowling with the run amok ball 


Ten pin bowlers have been having a bit of a bad 
time of late. In-Los Angeles screen siren Michelle 
Pfeiffer broke three of her best friend’s toes after 
dropping a bowling ball on them. In Tokyo, 
meanwhile, four people were hospitalized after a 
ball went out of control and attacked them. 
Inventor Kendo Sesaki, 51, had spent two years 
developing his patent bowling super-ball which, 
thanks to a complex piece of homing gadgetry, 
guaranteed a ten pin score every time. “It’s the 
greatest advance in the history of the sport,” 
explained its creator modestly. Early tests 
appeared to confirm his optimism until, 


whilst playing at a local bowling alley, things 
started to go badly awry. “I’d just scored my 
17th perfect 10,” explained Mr Sesaki, “when I 
saw the ball coming back down the lane at me. 

I thought ‘That’s not right!’ and then it hit me.” 
But this was just the start, as the boisterous ball 
careered around the games area, breaking several 
ankles and crushing an old woman’s poodle 
before it was cornered with a large cushion, 
whereupon it exploded. “You'd think he’d learnt 
his lesson,” said Mr Sesaki’s wife, “but now he’s 
developing a jet-propelled shot put.” + 


Above articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London England's street-sold magazine. 
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VENDOR ' Profil 


bob Wilson 


He loves the Calgary Stampede and the truth is: 
“105 FM is the only station I've got on 
at home,” says Bob Wilson. He goes to 
two or three Stampede breakfasts and 
enjoys lots of free food, and the country 
and western bands. You might still guess 
he’s an easterner, because he wears shoes instead 
of cowboy boots. And you would be right. 
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On a job last fall Bob thought he had heartburn, 
took some Tums, and kept going. After work he went 
to the doctor. That ended his job. He had had a heart 
attack. He had to accept taking daily medication and 
advice like not to walk more than two blocks (as if!), 
no bending and no lifting. “I’m also supposed to quit 
smoking,” he says with a grin. He had another mild 
heart attack in March. 


The people at the Legion and the Regis are “just 
about family” for Bob. So are some of the vendors, 
and especially good cook Ed Wright and his wife, 
Lynn, who invite him over for dinner occasionally. 

Bob had four sisters and a brother, and four 
children of his own. But his family ties have 


inravelled after the tr gic death of his eldest 


ob came to Calgary from Brantford, Ontario, 
R for his sister's wedding in 1976. He had a job 
lined up in Victoria, but it was Stampede time 
in Calgary so he stayed to enj y it. He was offered a 
part-time job at the York Hotel within hours of 
arriving in town. He stayed. Calgary is still a good 


place to be, even as a newspaper vendor. 


Ontario last September. His youngest sister died 
in May in Calgary, and on the same 
day one of his longtime 'friends was 
buried, he says. He sees his sister’s 
children at least once a week. 
“If I don’t go to where they hang out 
they come and look me up on my 
corner,” he says. His mother still lives 
in Ajax and “is still holding in there 
after triple bypass surgery.” 
If he had the money Bob’s dream 
would be to buy a bar. “A good 
country and western bar with a good kitchen 
for burgers and steaks. Like a neighbour- 
hood pub for 100 people. Then, even on 
the busy nights, you don’t need more than 
two staff. I’d have good bands for country 
and western music.” 


Bob sells Our Voice at 7th Avenue and 4th 
Street S.W. in downtown Calgary. He enjoys the 
people who say hello every day. A courthouse 
security officer makes a point to stop and talk at 
lunch. Lately a couple of bicycle couriers have 
started buying every issue, he says. Bob can 
manage selling up to three hours a day, that’s all. 

It wasn’t always this way. Bob left school 
at 16 in his hometown of Ajax, Ontario, for a 
shipping/receiving job with Domtar. Out west he 
did the same for five years with Reynolds Aluminum 
until it downsized. He then worked on reactor 
services for the gas industry and did refitting with 
methane and fertilizer plant services in southern 
Alberta towns. But he always liked the part-time 
bar work. He has done all the jobs from janitor, 
shipping/receiving, maintenance, bar and 
dishwasher. He has a late-night Saturday shift at the 
Regis Hotel now and says, “I don’t carry four chairs at 
a time any more, just two.” 


Stampede will give you lots, but if you want 
more think of joining in Bob’s favourite 

Saturday activity from 8 am to noon. 

That’s catching four hours of the Top 40 
country songs from the U.S.. Yahoo! «e 


The people who bring 
you OUR VOICE 


OUR Vendor Name 
a Number 
VOICE i ; Authorized by 
e - —_ : ’ 
Authorized A ogu OUR VOICE VENDOR’S CODE 
, ; * | will be sober at all times while working 


V n d r 7 (wa e | will be polite to all members of the public 
e 0 a k i e | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


All OUR VOICE vendors are Serre to wear an ID badge (contents above) and abide by a code of conduct. 
If you have any comments about our vendors, phone our distribution manager in your city (see page 5). 


This newspaper exists because of 
the efforts of the people who sell it 
to you on the street, the vendors. 


For our vendors OUR VOICE is 
a job that helps them to be inde- 
pendent and self-employed. Each 

issue we highlight one of our ven- 
dors in Vendor Profile to let you 

know a little bit about the people 
who bring you OUR VOICE. + 
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AGENCIES INC. on 


About 


Business 


framation ¥ a Anything 
Specialists* a 


LA 005 


Feace River, Alberta 
TSS 1M4 


Phone (4c PS} 624-8722 


The staff & management of 
ENOCH CREE NATIONS 
wish to salute the efforts of 


Keep up the good work! 
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“Balloon Gang 


Balloon Decor and Sculptures 
By Award Winning Designers. 
Balloon Animals and much, much more! 


14802 Stony Plain Road 


Edmonton, Alberta 
TSN 355 


451-1594 


Telephone (403) 423-3391 
Fax (403) 426-2980 


WAYNE D. HATT, B.A., LL.B. 


WAYNE D. HATT 

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public 
1209 Canada Trust Tower 
10104 - 103 Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T5J OH8 


APEETOGOSAN (METIS) 
DEVELOPMENT INC. 


Providing commercial financing 
& business advisory services for 
Alberta Métis and Non-Status 
Aboriginals. 


12527 - 129 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5L 1H7 


Phone (403) 452-7951 Fax (403) 454-5997 
Toll Free 1-800-252-7963 


CREID | OF LETTS INDUSTRIES, INC 
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Undercarriage and Non-undercarriage Replacement Parts 
10334 - 63 Avenue RAY KULAK 
Branch Manager 
Phone (403) 436-2570 
Fax (403) 436-2573 


Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada T6H 1P1 
1-800-661-8809 


10412 - 101 Street 


Debbie White l 


Winnipegoers welcome Our Voice 


eeping up the good work 


am just taking this opportunity 

to let you know how much I 

enjoyed Fiona McNair’s article 
“Jumping the hoops for a roof over 
her daughter’s head”. I too am a 
single parent who has gone through 
similar experiences. 

Unfortunately, times are tough in Edmonton 
tight now, and the Alberta government seems to 
act on the erroneous premise that welfare is a 
lifestyle choice all single mothers aspire to. 

I agree they should do whatever they can to 
eliminate fraudulent claims and people who 
abuse the system, however, I suspect almost all 
of the applicants right now are people who find 
themselves in a time of temporary need. 

Keep up the good work, and I believe you are 
providing a valuable service to the community. 


innipeg Harvest, 

the food bank in 
Winnipeg, is spearheading 
the introduction of this newspaper 

to Manitoba. 


“The newspaper will provide an opportunity 
for low-income people to tell their own stories 
and be paid for them. The vendor doesn’t beg, 
but enters into a free trade business transaction - 


Funcor.. 


Resources Group, Field Operations 


Box 419 
Eckville, Alberta 
TOM 0X0 


Vendor's who are 
always courteous = 


hen I was in Edmonton Strathcona 
yesterday I was pleased to have the JULY | 
opportunity of buying Our Voice. 

I always enjoy this valuable publication 

and I am impressed by the vendors who are g 

always courteous and never aggressive in 

their approach. + 

Thank you. May Our Voice continue 
to prosper. 


Patricia Grant 


quality news for spare change,” says David 
Northcott of Winnipeg Harvest. 

“My hope is that stories flow out to the com- 
munity and money flows to the people on the 
street. 


Poverty is here and hurting, and reflections 
and stories will help the public make in formed 
choices on public policies affecting the poor,” 
he said. < 


Bus. (403) 746-4001 
Mobile (403) 340-3613 
Res. (403) 346-8578 


THE SUPREME COUNCIL 
ORDER OF DeMOLAY 
OF CANADA 


Proud to be 
involved 


NIGHTHAWK Manufacturing Inc. 
“Your One Stop Cushion Shop” 


Electronic Heat Sealing * Quality Wheelchair Upholstery 


Cushions and Accessories 
#2-51331 Range Road 224 


Sherwood Park, Alberta 
Canada T8C 1H3 


Phone (403) 922-4882 
Fax (403) 922-4451 
1-800-661-6247 


Phone 
(403) 482-3617 
Fax 
(403) 482-3617 


EDITORIAL > Opinion. 


Welcome to Winnipeg 


innipeggers and the Winnipeg Harvest food 

bank have decided to bring the Our Voice 

newspaper and program to Manitoba. 
Welcome! We already see something about Winnipeg 


in ee issue, with the story about Winnipeg Harvest Lots of demand but the volunteers 
volunteers. 
, Our first prairie-wide issue has a great story 
i Our Voice is now sold in four cities, Edmonton, where S the supply? z ` l 


A boom industry 
in employment 


The spare change newspaper 


Let’s hear it for 


about volunteers working at Winnipeg Harvest, 


Calgary, Saskatoon and Winnipeg. The prairie edition here's a brand new industry that's thriving and thanks to Lee Newton from Winnipeg. Lee is 
JUR began as an offshoot of Vancouver's Spare Change growing in our country... it's the field of “get- working with Gary Scherbain at Harvest to 
NCE oe We started production of a separate paper ting ms rE : More new ts are out bring some Winnipeg stories in to the paper. 
in 1994. This year, at the request of the newspaper’s there every day with promises to help train or prepare ‘ , A 
a l y equest of the newspaper's SH gs Aten a ee Michael Walters did some gritty research 
vendors, the name was changed from Spare Change to people tor a job and help them find that job. i ‘ pare ý 
Our Voice. The newspaper sellers do not want thei i why shouldn't it be a big field, the market is for his feature story of SUSE A Bani mobiil 
994 $ paper s eir And why shouldn't it be a big field, the market is story to tell, Michael, who handles distribution 


job confused with panhandling. 


There are real advantages to having one street 
newspaper going right across the prairies...it makes a 
street paper possible, sharing the costs of printing and 
production, for one thing. And it links together a big 
community... prairie people. 

There are also challenges to being a prairie-wide 
paper... Edmonton readers might not be particularly 
interested in a Winnipeg inner city zoning battle. The 
unpleasantries of Alberta politics might not interest a 
Winnipegger so much, either. But this newspaper is 


there, people want jobs. 

Where there’s a market, there are new organiza- 
tions and businesses right there to fill it. Check out 
the “job fairs” and “employment fairs”. There are 
dozens of organizations ready to help with everything 
from training to resumes. They'll help you if you have 
a disability, if you need education upgrading, or if you 
want to retrain for a new field. 

And they all want to get paid to do it. Some have 
government funds, redirected no doubt from social 
Services. 


for Our Voice for Edmonton, pulled it together 
wonderfully. 


Welcome to Barbara Lauber in Calgary, 
who will be working with contributors to the 
paper in that city. Candy Watson in Calgary 
again did our Vendor Profile. 

Roger Petch from Saskatoon sent in his per- 
sonal story, page 10, about selling the newspa- - 
per. Marjorie Bencz, the director of the Food 
Bank in Edmonton, contributed her Food For 
Thought, page 11, column about activist and 


Jn people, and their stories are always inter- The unfortunate thing is that the jobs to.cetiain Ady Ramcharas 
“| esting rea g- and prepare for are very, very iG Hind Bicep 0 i “a ped out pieces 


The challenge is to live up to our name, to be a 
voice for the people who sell the paper, and the com- 
munity of people who struggle to get by with very lit- 
tle means. We publish our stories, our words, about 
our concerns. 


Should Our Voice 


be necessary? 


We don’t think so. Like food banks, Our Voice 
would be glad to be out of business, with all our ven- 
dors having found good employment and incomes. 
Selling newspapers on street corners went out of style 
nearly half a century ago, simply because people's 
time is worth more than that. Or used to be. The sad 
case is that there are many people who just have no 
way to meet their needs, day to day, month to month. 
Often welfare isn’t enough anymore, or they’ve been 
cut off, or they just can’t get a job that works for 
them. 


For hundreds of people Our Voice IS necessary. 
Selling the paper helps pay the rent and feed the kids. 
It’s a job when there is no other job. When you buy 
Our Voice you are helping directly! 


course, in the booming industry of “getting that job”. 
Official “unemployment” rates are around 10 percent, 
but according to one recent report, the rate dropped, 
not because of people finding jobs, but because, they 
estimated, 38,000 young people gave up looking for 
jobs in February alone. Unofficial rates that take into 
account people who aren’t really looking for a 
job-because they've been there and done that- would 
have to be closer to 25 percent. 


A remarkable way to look at one Canadian statistic 
is that in 1993, 40 percent of the working-age popula- 
tion in Canada had full-time jobs for the whole year. 
60 percent didn’t. 

Hungry people browse the job fair, looking for 
some organization to offer them hope of a job. They 
are desperate customers. They are vulnerable people. 
Competition for jobs is so tight that people will put 
up a lot just to have a bit of edge that might help 
them get that job. How often do the “getting that job” 
businesses take their customers’ money and time and 
after it’s all done... there’s still no job. It must happen, 
there just aren’t enough jobs to go around. + 


KEITH WILEY 


for the Words on the Street column, page 6. 


Linda Dumont gave us the back cover story 
about The Mission, along with the photos for it, 
as well as two more of her unique cartoons. 
Thanks also for cartoons from Derek Oliver, 
and Ed Gould. Susan Andrews again gave us 
the Crossword Puzzle. 


A regular column of poetry under the guid- 
ance of Michael Walters will be appearing 
each issue because there’s no doubt of popular 
demand, from the poets as well as the readers. 


Suggestions 
for stories 


Give us a call if you know of a story you 
would like to see in the paper. We always love to 
hear suggestions. And while you're at it, con- 
tribute to Talking Back, and let us know what 
you think about Our Voice as a prairie-wide 
street newspaper--Call 1-800-882-5954 or 
424-0624. 


KEITH WILEY 
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Vendors, always remember the streets 
are lined with gold. All you need to do is 
bend over and pick it up. 


GooD Luck EVERYONE! 


This message brought to you by 
a responsible community business. 


SECRETARY TREASURER 
CONSTRUCTION 
& GENERAL WORKERS UNION 
LOCAL No. 92 
Edmonton Bldg. Trades - C.1.O. 


Hugh Ross Building 
10319 - 106 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5H OP4 


Phone 426-6630 
Fax 426-6639 


BEAVERHILL 
AUTOMOTIVE CENTER 


AUTO AND TRUCK REPAIR 


5306 - 50 Street 
TOFIELD, ALBERTA 


Phone 662-3206 TOB 4J0 


Flags Ħ Flag Poles e Custom Banners 


15507 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, AB T5P 3Z1 


Phone (403) 484-5850 
Fax (403) 484-5941 


Mat % AUTO AIR CONDITIONING 
& CAR ACCESSORIES LTD. 


Sales, Service & Installation 


Complete General Repair 
Alarm/Cruise * Auto Start/Stereo + Power Locks/Windows 


MARK PATTERSON 
(403) 450-6620 
446-1000 Mobile 
450-6620 Fax 


3737 - 98 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E 5N2 


D&K 
CLEANING SERVICES 


+ Professional Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
+ Deluxe Maid & Janitorial 

¢ Expert Window Cleaning 

e Vertical/Venetian Blind Cleaning 

* Bonded, Licenced & Insured 

* Satisfaction guaranteed !! 


ve 10% OFF FIRST CLEAN xx Regular Client Discounts x Discounts for Seniors vr 


PHONE 464-3209 


Œ Specialty Packaging 


e Corrugated Boxes 

e Packaging Supplies 
¢ Folding Cartons 

* Set-up Boxes 


SPECIALTY 


8811 - 24 Street Edmonton, Alberta T6P 1L2 
Telephone (403) 449-1622 Fax (403) 449-1723 
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On the Street 


ree meal... 


and poverty redelined, (00 o 


BY ANDY RAMCHARAN 


aahoo! Another free meal! A chance to 
meet women! Another community 


gathering. I love this shit! Ooops! 


Hey, these people are serious! Women 
marching against poverty, but what I got 
out of it was more feminist male-bashing, 
anti-government, ‘I want my rights’ protest, 
and food to eat. The sign even reads “Women 
Marching Against Poverty.” 


Well, excuse me! As if there aren’t any men 
living in poverty. A cry for equal rights to men 
also came out from the stage. Okay fine! You’re 
equally poor as us men. 

I shouldn’t be the one to criticize, but I sure 


wish someone could explain this to me. While 
standing in line, waiting for a meal, I tried to 


Valerie Pringle host of CBC TV’s met ever exuberant Our Voice 
vendor Steve Gavin when they were producing the show in 
Edmonton recently. Steve no doubt attempted to convince 
Pringle to have an “item” on our newspaper on the show, but 
to no avail. Nice try Steve! 


meet some of the people around me. I heard the 
lady up ahead saying she is planning a trip to 
Korea. This is... poverty? The native dance group 
spread out a blanket for donations. Where was 
the money coming from? 


I listened to some of the speakers, the acting 
and the performers. They say not to judge a 
book by its cover. Yet, I find people on stage, 
well dressed and obviously educated. I guess we 
can redefine poverty. 


This event brought people together. Since 
governments have been doing their new tough 
thing, I’ve noticed more and more how it has 
created a new sense of community. It’s brought 
people together and this is a good thing! Yes, 

I live in poverty as well. It’s a struggle for me day 
by day, trying to make ends meet. Yet I keep on 
hoping and praying. 


I still get a rush T 
of the power me 


BY BRIAN G. JULY | 
t’s been two years since I last wrote an arti- 1996 
cle for this paper. In the last two years it’s 
been downhill. I got involved with a gang, 


started doing crime and I have been in and out 
of jails. 

I lost any sense that the world was a happy 
place. I lost my innocence. 


I started hanging out with the tough guys, 
robbing people who were weaker than us. Why? 
For drugs, money , the power of being someone. 
It’s a whole different lifestyle than I grew up 
with in the burbs. Down here I’m someone 
because I’m solid, which is really f**ked 


I like the guys but I can make money 
with them. It’s a f**cked way of life. You 
think about today because you live to sur- 
vive. It’s been a long, strange trip. The 
thing that keeps me living this lifestyle is 
the lack of hope. There are ways off the 
streets, the programs run by the Bible 
thumpers. It’s not that we don’t accept 
their help, but God is something I cannot 
relate to. They tell us if we believe in God 
our problems are going to be solved. What 
a load of shit. People give money to these 
churches, their program directors drive 
Cadillacs and make f**ked up amounts 

of cash. 


There are programs out there that are 
good. Programs like “Exit” in Calgary 
have to cut back because of the 
shortage of money. They are a program 
that really works, but they can’t keep up with 
demand, and budget cutbacks have affected 
their programs. “Exit” is a program that really 
helps street kids. It’s places like this that will 
help us change our lives and become square 
people. Why don’t I join the 
programs? Because I’m not ready yet. I still get 
a rush of the power. I can see myself slowly 
changing. I hope one day to see myself working 
with street kids. 


If you are a kid starting to join the 
downtown life style, Don’t come! It’s all f**cked 
up. You watch people die. It’s a place I wish 
I would never have come to. ¢ 


Words on the street is a column for Our Voice 
vendors and others who have something to say. 


Looking lor Work 


TRAVERS 
SWEATMAN 


ravers Sweatman has 

installed transformer 

pads, sewers and 
catch basins and even hos- 
pital anesthetic equipment. 
Today he sells Our Voice 
but he would like a more 
Steady job, working as a 
labourer. He has 22 years 
experience in various indus- 
tries, including the railway. 
He’s set up ATCO trailers, 
operated most every kind 
of truck, jackhammers, 
compressors, and driven 
spikes on the railway. 

In 1988 Travers was a 
winner at the 1988 City of 
Calgary Truck Rodeo 
sponsored by the Alberta 
Trucking Association. 

To get in touch with 
Travers call 424-4106 and 
leave a message. 


ROBERT V. 
BLAND 


A Robert Bland 


Please, 
I want to 
work 


moved to Calgary from 

Toronto, and unfortu- 

nately ran out of my 
savings before I was able to 
get established here. To 
support myself I am cur- 
rently selling Our Voice, 
and this permits me to get 
by without any supports 
from government. 


A Donald Jacobus 


ĮI am healthy, honest, 
reliable, have never had 
any problems with the 
law, and don’t have 
problems with drugs or alcohol. 

I have extensive computer experience and am 
fully conversant with: Microsoft Office, Word 
and Excel, IBM’s OS/2 operating system, pro- 
gramming in C, Fortran, Assembly and Progress 
relational database, programming complex, 
multi-threaded software for the OS/2 


A Travers Sweatman 


Presentation Manager 


I am also fully qualified 
as an Associate of the 
Society of Actuaries and 
have extensive officer 
experience, including 
staffing a help line and 
support desk, and pen- 
sion plan design and 
mutual fund operations. 


If you know of someone 
who could use my kind 
of background, I would 
be most appreciative if 
you could pass this paper 
along to them. 


DONALD 
JACOBUS 


b 


kitchen helper making 
pizzas and subs in Regina 
and as a baker’s assistant 
in British Columbia. He 
has done volunteer work, 
too, with the Feed the 
Hungry program in 
Calgary and the Regina 
Drop-In Centre in 
Regina. Donald is a 
dependable, hard-work- 
ing person who says he 
is a quick learner 
with effective 
communication skills. 
Donald is looking for a 
steady job, a place where 
he can build a career and 
where there is room for 
advancement. 
To get in touch with 
Donald please leave a 
message at 266-4566.% 


The Our Voice Employment column is a chance 
for newspaper sellers to try and find a new job. 
For more information please call the Our Voice 
distribution office in your city, listed on the bottom 
of page 5. 


i ‘worked in food ~~ 
preparation, as a 


The Residence 
Apartments 


| Bedroom Units Available 
Rents Starting at $290.00 


Includes: 
e All Utilities 
e Low Security Deposit 
e Great Rental Incentives 
Call Dee to View 
423-1388 


Berdean 


MANAGEMENT & REALTY LTD 
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Re-live Historic St. Albert 
Permanent & changing exhibits Wheelchair accessible 


Tour arrangements available Unique gift shop 


Free admission and parking 


Children's Day - July 6 
‘Old Time Country Fair - July 13 
Family Fun Farm Day - July 20 

Penny Carnival - July 26 


musée héritage museum 
St. Albert Place, 5 St. Anne Street 
(403) 459-1528 
HOURS OF OPERATION: 
From June 1—August 31; 


Mondays—Thursdays: 10 a.m—S p.m; 
Fridays: 10 a.m.—9 p.m.; Saturdays & Sundays: Noon—5:00 p.m. 


Community Service 
Referral Line 


482-INFO 
(4636) 


Linking People who need help to those who can help! 
Administration 482-0198 


7 
3 THE 
SUPPORT 
NETWORK 


24 hour Distress Line 


482-HELP (4357) 


Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team 
24 hours a day - 7 days a week 


We'll listen....We’ll help. 
Edmonton’s Distress Centre 


medical and dental students. Ether was also used 


VOICE heavily during prohibition in the United States. 
juy | Chronic sniffing has resulted from a variety of 

causes over the years. Today it is only people with 
1996 


disadvantaged backgrounds who sniff, in the hop 
of avoiding realities that are too painful to face 
straight. Users indulge in sniffing to mask feelings 
ee : of hopelessness and depression. There are no othe 
sae disorders or personality types that are noted whic 
would cause one to go the way of inhalant abuse. 


“It’s all native people around here who 
sniff,” says Jack, who is also native Canadian. 
Jack has lived in Edmonton for the past eight 
years, and moved here from a reservation in 
northern Manitoba. 


“Young Natives are in a tough spot these 
days. There’s so much urban white influence, 


m—™eweront os a 


very young age.” He pauses and stares glass) 
eyed about the room for amoment before He 
continues. “We should listen to our elders, but 
it’s hard to feel any connection to what they’re 
trying to tell us. That way of life doesn’t exist 
anymore. Our heads are full of now.” 


oze or 


Jack goes on to mention the irony of how, 
even though the gap between generations has 


| caf | want to quit. I want to get tance are other sniffers. There’s little choice but to hang affected his people in a negative way, it’s the elder 


= 


rm PS Se oO 


ee i zZ 


out with a sniffing crowd. 


pie people who are always accepting and supportive. 
; out of this city, bu tI “It’s pretty easy and cheap to get too,” Younger people turn away from them, and remain 
f can't.” Jack grieves; his explains Samuel, a friend of Jack’s and also a faithful to the modern urban life, a life that has 
L s “sniffer”. “ Four dollars and twenty-seven cents a can. difficulty accepting Natives. 


head is hung low, concealing the red They won't sell it to us in the inner city anymore, but 
horror of his eyes and the rash some guys come around and take our girls outside of 


the drag to get it. Favor for a favor kind of deal. 


Cross-cultural studies show inhalant abuse is a 
problem among the indigenous people of countrie 
other than Canada, including New Zealand, 


around his nose and mouth. Cab drivers take us too,” he adds. “It's the only answer Australia, and the United States. Cultural and 
E Jack, lik aiir ilani for young kids sometimes. they can't afford booze ot economic deprivation, social inequality and racisn 
ack, ike so Many others, began abusing inhalants dope, but they need to get f**ked up, you gotta sniff. all increase the likelihood of solvent abuse. 
when he was young. It’s the only way.” p 
n aat ha r dort when Tw Sees ; There are two common methods used for sniffi 
ROY SE SAU S PY eA Le = In today’s society inhalant abuse is practised almost One is to pour the solvent on to a rag and inhalin; 
thirteen, and I haven’t been able to quit since. solely by people who are socio-economically disadvan- = through the wet rag. The other is to pour it intoa 
Jack is now thirty. He typifies what is known as a taged, though through history this was not always the and hold the bag over your face while breathing d 
“chronic sniffer.” Unfortunately, from a very young age case. The ingestion of hydrocarbon products has been Some go as far as putting their whole head into th 
people are prone to label each other, especially if the traced back centuries. It is one of the oldest methods of That has resulted in suffocation. 
i iv > someone has bee achieving an altered state of consciousness. 
: Teg a ne a ga ss ee = 5 achig ing j > j pia ; Legally there are few hassles that an inhalant ab 
BES ee eee DE PETS FEG TOSSed = -< rhe ancient Greeks used carbon dioxide vapours for = Wil] ever have to deal with. In Alberta, someone ca 
around in a vicious pattern with all sorts of social stig- religious purposes. Ether chloroform, and nitrous oxide 


charged under the Provincial Public Health Act. If: 
the abuser will be handed a small fine, though this 
not a deterrent. It is rare that the act is enforced. 


ma attached to it. Once this pattern is tightly in place, were introduced into the medical profession in the 
the only other people who will offer any form of accep- eighteenth century. Both were used recreationally by 


Kind Supporters > 


Thanks to the following businesses 
and organizations whose support 
helps publish this newspaper: 


Winterhawk 


A.R.S. Truck & Welding Ltd. 

10601 - 2 Street NW Edmonton, AB 
464-9612 

#700, 840 - 6th Avenue SW Phone (403) 237-8370 Access Auto Repair Ltd. 

Calgary, Alberta (24 Hour) 10604 - 169 Street Edmonton, AB 
Canada T2P 3E5 Fax (403) 294-1998 484-1 194 

Action Brake 

15691 - | 16 Avenue Edmonton, AB 
944-1213 

Alberta Janitorial Co-operative (Edm.) 
307, 10603 - 107 Avenue Edmonton,AB 


424-9251 
Alphacom Consultants Ltd. 
201, 10171 Saskatchewan Drive Edmonton, AB 
439-3960 
Alten Myron Waters 
: : r 7908 - 79 Avenue Edmonton, AB 
ed “If the cops are having a bad day or they're NORWESCO INDUSTRIES (1983) LTD. Bus. 253-3883 465-5915 
. bored, they'll come around and see what we're doin’. Esra : oriai ae ae oa etl Art to Plate Graphics Inc. 
e en t A ax 1- = x 
of If we been sniffin’ they can smell us a mile away. e a beng: ree 
ith So they give us a fine.” Samuel laughs. “Most of the 489-8233 
ope time they just drive by. They don’t care. I don’t know Associated Engineering Group Ltd. 
a Sy ET ESS > ee . . = 13320 St. Albert Trail Edmonton,AB 
Rar Sey shiok. we e gnana fie Wildcat Scouting Serwiees csr in. 451-7666 
ngs Sniffing is quite a dangerous endeavor. It can cause Atlas Lock & Safe Ltd. 
ther tremendous hallucinations and illusions which can PROFESSIONAL OILFIELD SCOUTING saree Paa 
hich lead to irrational acts like trying to stop a train. P.O. Box 1153 Bibrhéad Goll A Recreation Arak 
se. The illusions can also lead to aggressive violence and RED DEER, ALBERTA T4N 6S6 or m Barrhead, AB 
panie attacks. 7 Brimstone Furnace Works Ltd. 
“ Me 
if always lose i > 7216 - 52 Street Edmonton,AB 
complete control ORAR 
p : Phone (403) 261-7630 Helping those who help themselves. 
and coordina- From a concerned corporate citizen. 
tion,” explains Calgary Metal 
Jack. “ I start to nl ag Road SE Calgary,AB 
salivate, and my Canadian Bible Society 
body shakes and 8440 - 109 Street Edmonton,AB » 


439-7729 


trembles. Buti 


baye to keep onae ose s Appliance Svwice Ltd. "I 54590299 eannan AB 
doin’ it. 437-103 


Other notable 4 39- 3835 Cloud Nine Crafting 


: 4 Gillingham Crescent Sherwood Park, AB 
medical problems A 


464-0267 
include Sudden 


488-4445 
when the heart is 
451-2121 


Douglas Udell Gallery Ltd. 
Sniffing Death. 

EBA Engineering Consultants Ltd 
over-sensitized to eh b th 
adrenalin. oO oO 9618 - 142 Street Edmonton, AB 


10332 - 124 Street Edmonton, AB 
This can happen 
14535 - 118 Avenue Edmonton AB 
Electronic Ark 
Christian Ministries 


Sniffing can also 453-2014 
cause lung Summer Camp Program rr gt St h ai 
dysfunction, Residential Services a 
hepatitis and liver Vocational Services PaO s 
. . : . 7 ° = a randin Agencies 
dysfunction, lead poisoning, kidney dysfunction, blood It, eS ORES 7 Perron Street St Albert, AB 
a see . Stony Plain, Alberta T7Z 1L8 Fax 963-3075 458-8110 
der abnormalities, muscular weakness and nerve and brain POR 
taz : > A rete raphics Designer 
re. damage. Chronic inhaling can be a fatal problem. 315, 10113 -104 Street Edmonton, AB 
ain Physical dependence, addiction, has never been URS 


; clinically established. Some users have reported anxiety CLASSIC REWIND INC. paer aiia Id ag 


and tremors when the user has quit abruptly. People - È 432-1929 
sa become addicted to the state of intoxication rather ARMATURE REWIND & SMALL TOOL REPAIR Jang & Willson Communications 
tri than the specific chemicals. There’s a strong psycholog- ; ; ae E E 
tries ; P : 2 ee ae Economical Tool Recycling 448-0804 
ical dependence. Keld Transport 
Sniffing, like other forms of drug abuse, is a sign of a 9606 - 60 Avenue re apa ia 
cism larger social problem, hard to understand except Edmonton, AB Bus (403) 435-4020 Kensington Master Builders : 
through the perspective of someone like Jack. Someone T6E 0C1 Fax (403) 435-5007 ph iae emhete OUR 
iffing. who feels hopeless, and sees no need to suffer through Landmark Signs & Outdoor Advertising 
ling a sober existence. 9931 - 155 Street Edmonton, AB voice 
H : ele = 444.6494 
> a bag, I don’t really see any reason to quit,” Jack says. a) STURGEON VALLEY SOD P TARERE IFEA, juty | 
g deeply. “I need the illusion. I’ve gone too far down now...I sup- = - ; oa 810, 10055 - 106 Street Edmonton AB 
: ; : ; Sturgeon Sod is beautiful 421-4477 1996 
)the bag. pose I wish I had never seen a can of lacquer thinner in SOD eae z 
my life, but I have, and now it pretty much is my life.” Cultured * Clean * Irrigated * Fertilized * Palletized Helping People Help Themselves . 
t abuser Jack mumbles, looking down to his lap. “What I Touch Down, Banff, Sheri, Kentucky Blue, Creeping Red Lenrose Electric Ltd. 
“tually wish is that-all th ] i Sr 2, 3924 - 3A Street NE Calgary,AB 
ecanbe actually wish is that all the young people around peigtiction avid a 277-4573 
_Ifso could see me and listen when I say don’t do it. BOK ae, Wo eee Liquor World 
y ’ A RR Field located at Morinville 11724 - 104A E 
this is Don't even try it. # Phone for Sod Harvesting Locations > venue Edmonton, AB 


i 939-2226 sami 


Artistic Bake Shop Aed. 


Specialized in European Phone: 434 - 8686 


Health Breads, Beer Pretzels 6820 - 104 Street 


Sourdough Rye Breads 
Wedding Cakes, Tortes, 
and Party Trays. 


Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H 2L6 


hover Petch 


AC S e e Sao 


EFT CA 
Arico Instruments Ltd. : eR 
y name is Roger, and this is my story. 


I started to panhandle (beg for money) 


“Working for a better tomorrow” in Vancouver in 1986, because z 

I needed food to eat. Where I was living at OUR 

abi hp Lees the time, I didn’t have a fridge to store food, voce 
TOE SY! process control specialists so I started to eat out. Panhandling then ju 1 
became the trend with me throughout my 1996 

entire 20s. Money is and always will be the . 


BlackMax 


DOWNHOLE TOOL LTD. 


bottom line, for reasons that nobody will ever 
be able to explain. 


I would like to mention that 
I am Native. I often get racist slurs 
thrown my way because of my sta- 
tus by people that are both com- 
pletely stupid and completely igno- 
rant, without even realizing it, . 
Nobody has the authority and 
power to pass judgement 


12245H FM529 
Houston, Texas 

U.S.A. 77041 

Phone: (713) 896-8033 
(713) 937-3219 


1802 - 4th Street 

P.O. BOX 602, Nisku 
Aita., Canada TOC 2GO 
Phone: (403) 955-8828 
Fax: (403) 955-3309 Fax: 


THREADCO INC. 


regardless of race. 

I would also like to mention that 
I was diagnosed in 1989 as having a 
psychiatric illness. As I am still 
receiving medication for it. I can 
live both a normal and productive 
life. I have a good enough insight 
into my illness to realize just how 
much bullshit I can handle, from 
anything or anybody. 


6835 Glenmore Trail S.E. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

Site #1, Box 38, R.R. 5 

Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 2G6 


Bus: (403) 279-7858 
Fax. (403) 279-2755 


A Roger Petch 


8745 - 53 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB. 


One day I was introduced to this 
T6E 5E9 


newspaper, Our Voice. Selling the paper has given me a sense of 
dignity and self-worth. It is also good therapy for my mind, since it 
keeps it focused, so that I can communicate better with other people. 
I can feel proud of what I accomplished each and every time that 

I sell a newspaper. <% 


ALBERTA PRECISION TOOL, MFG. LTD. 


Phone (403) 440-6576 Fax (403) 465-3842 


ERMINESKIN TRIBAL ENTERPRISES 


Bigway Foods 


Ermineskin Blankets Auto Centre 


585-3000 


Gas Bar 
585-2498 


Maskwachees Mall 
585-2600 


585-4262 585-2520 


Garments & Crafts 
585-3750/1-800-263-5230 


Building Supplies 
585-2165 


Panee Barns 
585-2423 


Niwichihaw Acceptance 
585-2970 


BOX 219, HOBBEMA, ALBERTA TOC 1NO 
1-800-851-5605 
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_ She celebrated. - 


FOOD > for Thought 


hiding (0 


normal. There was 


or several 
E years, twenty-four she 
Donna had married Michael 
known her sense Martyn. She wrote 
of balance was not a new will and 


tions. At the age of 


proceeded to teach 


no medicare then for twelve years at 
and Donna did an Edmonton 
nothing about it. elementary-junior 
But at the age of high school. 

17 she was told Twelve years ago 
that she would be Michael died, 


in a wheelchair by 
the time she was 


19 and dead by BY. MARY OR AE FENG 


21. Despite those 
predictions of long 
ago, Donna turned 
50 this year. 


The middle one of 
three children, ass 
Donna. was.born BI aes 
Olds, Alberta and in 
1963 she moved to 
Edmonton to attend 
University. She want- 
ed to be a doctor. 
Donna had known 
since she was 14 that 
there was something 
wrong with her sense 
of balance. With the 
Student Health 
Services at the 
University she had 
her first chance to 
have it checked out. 
She was referred to 
the head neurologist 
at the University of 
Alberta Hospital. He Æ Donna Martyn 
told Donna she 
would not live to 
graduate. 


Eminently practical, Donna wrote a will and 
switched to Education. You could teach after 
two years in Education and Donna wanted to 
be self-sufficient as soon as possible. Donna fin- 
ished her two years and kept on going. 


“I didn’t seem near death yet. I finished a 
second year, then a third and a fourth.” She got 
her degree, defied the doctors and taught for a 
year in Calgary. Donna paid off her student 
loans and spent a couple of months in Europe. 
Then she went back to school enrolled in a 
Masters program. 


She had been advised not to marry, but 
Donna wasn’t listening to any more dire predic- 


leaving Donna a 
widow. She wrote 
another will. 


Today Donna is an 
activist. She describes 
herself as “politically 
oriented, socially 
conscious and 
morally rigorous”. 

n ne sa ne has — 
‘little patience wit 
people who benefit 
richly from society, 
but never want to 
help those not so 
richly blessed.” 
Donna’s friends call 
her “witty, intelligent 
and determined.” 
Donna says she 
would like to write 
a book or two. 

But she has given 
up on wills. 
Donna is an original 
baby boomer, born 
just nine months 
after the end of the 
Second World War. 
She has ridden over 
47,000 miles... on a 
stationary bicycle 
that doesn’t need a 
sense of balance. That’s the equivalent of riding 
to the moon and back! 


Today Donna can no longer walk or write. 
She uses a scooter and drives her car and for her 
correspondence she uses a computer. She says 
technology will provide useful tools for people 
with disabilities in the very near future. 

Then, she says, “civilized societies can truly 
focus on disabilities.” 


But tasks for Donna take some time. 
She sees her disability as an annoying obstacle 
to overcome. Nothing gets Donna down, 
nothing gets her discouraged. + 


Maybe I can help. 


Chris Axworthy, MP 


: : \ Saskatoon ~ Clark's Crossing E ©) 
E p aae iiron DA 
Ae aži 505 - 23rd Street East 


Saskatoon 
S7K 4K7 
(306) 975-6555 


EMPIRE FINANCIAL GROUP 
Suite 410 - 340 12th Ave S.W. 

Calgary, Alberta T2R 1P5 

Bus: 269-1000 

Fax: 289-1418 

Res: 251-2611 


representing Empire Life 


Ls 
Gi TO DAILY LIVING LTD. 
15819 Stony Plain Road 


Edmonton, Alberta T5P 3Z7 Bus. (403) 483-1762 
Toll-Free Alberta: 1-800-252-9368 Fax (403) 489-6813 


Custom Laminating 
a Services | aS 


> sie 


*Menus + Mer + Children's Art +Maps - Experts in Dissection 
-Report Covers Cards + Newsprint Lamination & Reconstruction of 
+Flip Charts * Sign: + Blueprints Oversize Maps 


lage 
Laminating Is Our Business / Our Only Business 


Se eis can 469-7890 


DELIBREX LTD. 


WAREHOUSING AND DISTRIBUTION 


16615 - 116 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA TELEPHONE (403) 455-7200 
T5M 3V1 FAX (403) 454-4566 


26 years in Alberta! 
6 l 
SAND AND GRAVEL LTD. 


L & T Mix Sand & Gravel Ltd., 2nd Floor, 8020 - 50th St., Leduc, AB T9E 7G3 
Phone (403) 986-6721 After hours (403) 986-1890 
PROUD TO SERVICE CLIENTELE 


Q 


Nipisi Service Centre 
Box 515 
Hobbema, Alberta 

TOC INO 


Mr. Fred Lacondra (403) 585-4168 
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rewards at Winnipeg Harvest o 


DY LEE NEWTON 


here’s an easy familiarity 

about them, sharing a joke as 

they go about their work. 
You get the impression that these 
people really like one another. 


The ties at Winnipeg Harvest are stronger than 
most workplaces. More than 80% of the volunteers 
here are living below the poverty line. It has often 
been a tough road of frustration, obstacles and tears 
? that has led them here. The reasons they have come 
f to be at Harvest may be different, but there is a 
sense of solidarity. This is an environment where 
people feel they belong and are respected for 
their contributions. 


l like the independence 
of my milling job 
41 L ife has given me challenges that 


I haven’t always felt up to - most 

recently a frustrating search for 
work. But I don’t want to give up my 
hopes and dreams. Here, I have found 
the strength and support to keep those 
dreams alive and to keep going. I feel 
a sense of relief being with others who 
understand what I’m going through,” 
says one 
volunteer. 
He speaks in 
a soft and 
gentle voice. 


“I like the 
independence 
of my milling 
job,” he says. 
You can see 
the pride of 
ownership 

on his face. 
Solomon is 
working in his 
own little corner of the warehouse. As he wipes flour 
dust from his face, he explains that he mills over 40 
pounds of flour each day. This is only one of the skills 
he has learned in his ten years of volunteering at 
Harvest. 


As we walk through the food bank, there are signs 
of Solomon’s talents everywhere - beautifully hand- 


SAN 


A Solomon 


crafted 

™ * wooden 
A signs direct 
PR) visitors. He 
Er proudly 
points to 
the first one 
he made. 
It says 
“Food Share 
Building”. 
At 61 
years old, 
Solomon 
says he still 


as thing new 
A David 


every day 
_at Harvest. 


about the future, he says he wants to continue 
coming here. 

“Last year, I learned how to dehydrate vegetables. 
I know David Northcott will keep coming up with 
new projects for me to learn,” he laughs. 

And what does he like best about his job? 


“The people,” he says with a smile, “I meet people 
here from all walks of life and even from different 
countries, but we all feel good because we’re helping 
someone else.” 


I was so shy I barely 
spoke to anyone 


avid, 60, suffers from 
schizophrenia. He had lived a 
very sheltered life with his 
mother until she was disabled 10 years 
ago. This marked the beginning of 
independent living for David. 


“Then in 1990, I started volunteering at Winnipeg 
Harvest. I was so shy I barely spoke to anyone, 
even my own family,” he says. 


David lives alone. 

“I have a ‘community friend’, sort of like a big 
brother from Canadian Mental Health, but I like the 
friends I’ve made at Harvest. It’s a good class of peo- 
ple who come here,” he says. 

Articulate, with a keen sense of humour, David has 
really blossomed since coming to Harvest. He says he 
will stay here as long as he’s needed. 

“I don’t like to be idle,” he says with a 
mischevious grin. 


learns some- 


wide grin as he sees. 


Volunteering has big 


I was getting into 
a lot of trouble vine 


liff, 38, originally came to Harvest 
on a fine option program, but has ses 
stayed 6 years. ° 


“When I first came here, I was getting into a lot 
of trouble. Brenda took me aside, taught me to work 
the forklift and convinced me I had to straighten 
out my life.” 


“I want to get a job and get off welfare, but I need 
to learn to read and write. I was getting some help 
from someone here, but they left...” 


Cliff manoeuvers the forklift with ease, moving 
crates of food to a waiting truck. He breaks into a 
his wife and two youngest ——— 
approach 
the loading 
dock. The 
kids run to 
Cliff and 
give him a 
warm hug. 

With his 
tattoos and 
beard, Cliff 
might look 
intimidat- 
ing to some, 
but there’s a 
gentleness 
that lights 
up his face 
when he 
sees his 
children. 
He says he relies on the groceries he receives every 
Friday to feed his kids. 


A Cliff 


“I like the way everyone jokes around. The people | 
work with have become like brothers and sisters to 
me. We even get mad at one another sometimes, but 
it’s O.K. - just like family,” he says. 


| asked the guy 
if he wanted a hand 


en, 53, is filling orders and 
entertaining everyone with his 
latest jokes. He used to drive truck, 
but his arthritis has taken its toll and the 
cost of the license isn’t in his budget. 
“J like this kind of work,” he says as he tucks some 


| „puters came along and I’m 


— 


Syl OORT Dey Te ete re ~ 


m 
Nasa Debbieeame to Harvest 


cobs of corn into an order, “It sure beats sitting 
at home, watching T.V.” 

Ken feels it was fate that brought him to 
Harvest. He had lost his job and while walking 
down the street he encountered a driver 
unloading a truck at an inner-city soup kitchen. 

“I asked the guy if he wanted a hand. 

I ended up spending two years volunteering 
there and that’s how I became aware of 
Winnipeg Harvest.” 

Ken walks to the food bank at 7:00 each 
morning. It’s been three years since his chance 
encounter with the delivery truck. 

When asked why he continues to volunteer, 
Ken says, “I like the people here. Harvest gives 
everybody a chance. There are people here 
with all kinds of handicaps, but they're 
working at their own pace. Harvest respects 
all kinds of people.” 


| love the people 


ebbie, 44, is sitting at a 
computer, updating files. 


“I need to learn computer skills to get back 
into the workforce, so I’m trying to learn the 
basic programs. I have 25 years experience in A Ken 
an office, but suddenly com- 


unemployable. My age is 
working against me, too!” 


when her husband began 
volunteering: They used to 
have a small moving compa- 
ny, but their truck needs 
upgrading and they haven't 
been able to come-up.with 
the money. 

When she’s not training 
on the computer, Debbie 
often accompanies her hus- 
band on deliveries. She says it 
especially bothers her to see 
elderly people and single parents struggling to 
feed themselves and their children. 


“J love the people at Harvest and it feels 
good to be making a difference to others who 
are also struggling,” she says. “I’d like to get a 
job in accounting, but I can’t afford to take the 
courses I need right now.” 


A Debbie 


There is an awesome strength to this group. 
A solidarity. 


Five volunteers. Five different roads 
have brought them here. But they have a 
common mission. 


It is said that experience is our greatest 
teacher. The Winnipeg Harvest experience 
teaches volunteers the philosophy of sharing 
and respect through a co-operative team 
approach. But what these folks teach Winnipeg 
Harvest gives us all the strength to keep going 
and to even dare to dream of a time when we 
will win this war against hunger. + 
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Our Voice has always received many 
Sip ia. poetry submissions. Because of their popularity 
with the writers, and with readers, we will be 
publishing a regular poetry column, with poems 


Dav aoe selected by Michael Walters. 
My breathing hoarse, 


Near ending life’s course. 


My purse is bare, 


HM 


Though I’m in tatters, 

I know what matters. oa 3 
In arid desert strewn wi’ bones OUR 
Of buffalo, which glaring sun hones. 

Over glistening sand stray spirits of wolves. a 

Swarms of sleek slithering fanged snakes. 


Skittering scorpions scattering scaringly 
While sun’s eye looks west and bakes. 


LLL SSA SS SSRIS SRSA 
— ea. POUNDED BY THE MAN 
My eve is coming, soon I will dance A young man walking/his feet pounding/he peers in 
Among twinkling silverbright stars and chants. ea the window at a couple drinking 


To my spirit god shining scaringly pure, coffee/but it won’t happen/he hasn’t short changed 
: a the bus driver yet/ 
Judged upon every entrance/handing out 
his page of half truths/the heat wears him down/dim- 


...gold in my life, whatever's left to endure. 


BYTOM EMD... 
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JENCHN/TEACY TO LIVE up; 


ready to cry/ : 
He gives what he has/sits down and watches the city. -= 
fly by/while waiting to walk home/home for peee 


now/returning with nothing accomplished/ 


So he treats himself/rice or shell noodles/the vegeta- 
bles are probably still good/the joy of tap water/a dry 
tobacco cigarette/rolled with his own shaky hands/ 

He avoids any conversation/he has nothing left to 
say/he ponders a future he can’t see/before climbing 
under a dirty blanket/fights through his thoughts/until 
they become his nightmares/ 

So to wake when it’s cold/and venture out again/feet 
still pounding/as his head now does the same/his quest 
for meaningless tasks/that offer him nothing/ but a 


IN THE SINGLE GLOW 
I HAVE BESTOWED DEATH 


Pack me up 
As I smolder 

In my own ruins 

Narrowly crisped 

The taste unbelievably horrible. 


Puff and hack 


Yet another day chance to give back to the world/a world that disap- 
I'll be back points him/. 

Brand-ishing 

a vengeance BY MICHAEL WALTERS 


to die for. 


Silly tube, so harsh. 
Yellowishly violent 
Painfully insistent. 

For me to consume. 


Yet another. 


Into nothingness 
It falls, 
and l'm the one being burned. 


BY LANCE SANDERS 


BY SUSAN ANDREWS 
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EOS. 
I Give insufficiently (5) I Set forth in a boat (4) 
4 To scratch (4) 2 These! (7) 
6 Fifty-pound bundle of hay or 3 Transparent object, breaks light 
straw (4) into colours (5) 
10 Envision (7) 4 Came to the top of a hill 
If Not Jewish (7) or rise (7) 
12 Motion picture celebrity (4,4) 5 Foretold from omens (7) 
I3 Fake, not genuine (5) 7 7 Ina brisk lively musical tempo (7) 
I5 Bony projection behind ear (7) 8 To change or alter (5) 
I7 Minor devils (7) 9 Balloon-shaped glasses (8) 
I9 Relating to a marriage or l4 David Bowie’s latest wife (4) 
wedding (7) l6 Predecessor to imitations (8) 
22 Bitter-almond tasting poison (7) 18 To fire someone (4) 
24 Hindu religious teacher (5) 20 To announce by posting a 
25 Dapper (8) notice (7) 
28 Not noticed (7) 2i Boarders (7) 
29 To draw away (7) 22 This province (7) 
30 Lighten gradually (4) 23 Innocently, credulously (7) 
3% Large continent (4) 24 To shuffle (5) 
2 A level, fold (5) 2% Relating to birth (5) 
ZJ Tomix (4) 
Answers to April | Crossword #33 
Puzzle 34answers will be published 
in the July 15 issue of Our Voice. 
ens 
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a be aks ERKA 


Don't get mad, 
but I needa 
few change. 


THEY’ RE OFF 
<THE OBSTACLE 
RACE HAS 


THANK YOu SO MUCH FOR 
TAKING MY HAND! 


HECK, JD FEEL MIGHTY GUILTY, 
IF 1 WAS STANDING DOING 


. riot | 
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THIS STREETS PRETTY DAN- | 
GEROUS! I WOULDNT LET | 
OU CROSS iT EVEN IF MY 


Where are You going 
Bob? You're & good 


. ALLRIGHT! THAT WAS 


pan handler. 


pees. 42 little bears 


or} buy one B 


ig Bear 


AN EASY FIFTY- 


1911 


NO PROBLEM 


MAM, IT'S AN 


Tk LIFE DEPENDED 
SORSAN IT! 
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Romyn Janisse & Associates Ltd. 
Box 150 St. Albert,AB 
459-2351 


Rust Scaffold Services of Canada 
2102 - 102 Avenue Edmonton, AB 
467-1587 


Sedgewick Limited 
10th Floor, 10130 - 103 Street Edmonton, AB 
420-0777 


SH Storozuk Plumbing & Heating 
5219 - 124 Avenue Edmonton, AB 
479-1803 


Snags Truck Parts 
RR #4 Tofield, AB 
662-3514 


Sorrentino’s Bistro Bar 
10401 - 82 Avenue Edmonton,AB 
439-7700 


Strathmore Property Management 
608 Midland Walwyn Tower 
424-3516 


T.L.C Social Care Facilities Ltd. 
3706 - 135A Avenue Edmonton,AB 
413-8980 


The Black Dirt Company 
Box 34 Site 420 RR #4 Stony Plain,AB 
962-8220 


The jewish Federation of Edmonton 
7200 - 156 Street Edmonton,AB 
487-0585 


The Royal Cafe & Lounge 
10130 - 103 Street Edmonton,AB 
423-4411 


Tree Huggers 
12802 - 156 Street Edmonton, AB 
447-1911 


Urecon Insulation Ltd. 
5010 - 43 Avenue Calmar,AB 
985-3636 


West End Day Care Society 
9915 - 148 Street Edmonton AB 
451-5691 


Westech Vac Systems Ltd. 
1002 - 15 Avenue Nisku,AB 
955-3030 
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Monty meditates outside The Mission 


b+) = Nee 


DUM O-N 


tsan unadorned two-story gray building on 

Edmonton’s 96th Street. There’s a discreet red 

lettered sign: The Mission. If you pop in there, 
as many people do every day, you’ll meet Brad. 


The Mission is Brad’s domain. He’s the caretaker, 
chief cook and bottle washer. He'll talk with you, 
make sure you're alright, serve you coffee. 

Brad first heard about The Mission from the prison 
chaplain while he was doing time in jail. He made 
a life-changing decision. 

“When I get out, I’m going to work at The 
Mission,” he told his anger management classmates. 
When he did get out on the street, Brad looked 
up The Mission, only to find it completely deserted. 
‘He walked around the building until he found an 

unlocked door. 


“J looked around at the hanging doors,the peeling 
paint, and the condition of the place, and I asked 


| Have a hard time getting your copy of OUR VOICE? 


myself, do I really 
want to be here?” 
That night before going to bed, 
he noticed a big HOTEL sign 
halfway down the block. In the 
morning, when 
he looked out, 
the first two 
letters had 
burned out, so 
the sign read 


only TEI 


“I decided that 
was what I was 
supposed to be 
doing, telling 
people about 
Jesus,” Brad said. 
Brad is in 

charge of 

the residential 
program. 
Anywhere from 
six to a dozen people pay room and 
board to stay there. Some are permanent residents 
and The Mission takes in people on emergencies. 
Brad’s duties go far beyond collecting rents and taking 
care of the building. The Mission has open hours 
when a variety of different ministries operate, 

some serving soup, others holding church services, 
Bible studies, and supervising the drop in. 


the young people 


a 


Room and board residents help pay the rent. With 
donations and a lot of volunteer support, The Mission 
keeps struggling along. Donated food is rustled up by 
volunteers and different ministries participate and 
keep the coffee fund going. 

During the daytime, The Mission director Sedrick 
Vassell is available for counselling. Brad is the one 
there when everyone else goes home. He is the one 
who answers the desperate midnight call from 
a would-be suicide, or opens the door at three a.m. 
to give refuge to a terrified prostitute. He is there for 
the half-frozen, hung-over man who has awakened in 
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-The Mission 


fet}. An open door on the drag 


Brad and Donna Bernard, one of 


an alley at six a.m. where he passed out the night f 


before, not having been able to make it to the men’s 7 
shelter. He is the one who makes a sandwich, even 


though there is no food program on, just because OUR 
someone is hungry. He is there to offer a shoulder VOICE 
to cry on. 
If a fight Jur | 
breaks out, 1996 
his past 
experience as a : 
bouncer comes 
into play 


“Tve broken 
up only two 
knife fights 

so far,” 

he casually 
remarks. 

The Mission 
attracts a 
Widerange 
of pec ple. 
ian There are the 
— vou? momen ae 
with babies and toddlers, there are the people from 
the PIN (People in Need) houses, there are those who 
wander in off the street for a cup of coffee, a warm 
place to sit and feel safe, and perhaps something to 
eat. There are also the ones who come for the services 
and Bible studies, eager to worship and to share 

their faith. Brad offers a warm welcome to them all. 


ee 


Brad has been there. He knows what it’s like to be 
addicted to alcohol and drugs, having lived on the 
streets of Toronto. He’s not going back. Brad is 
enrolled in Bible college for the fall and hopes to start 
a youth ministry in a couple of years, Christ's Power 
Resurrected (CPR), to help youth fourteen to 
twenty-one to get off the street and to find self-worth 
in a farm setting. 

“I'm here because God wants me here,” 

Brad explains,”! like talking to the people, 
praying with them, being here for them as long 
as God gives me the strength and the willpower.” < 


